that disclosed a portrait more malevolent than I had imagined or anticipated.
The Argument
The case that one should approach Terman's work with the philosophical backdrop of "that's just the way things were back then" does not hold water. First of all, human beings always have a choice as to the way they approach life. "I was just following orders" is an excuse that has been over-used since time eternal. In by "a cold-blooded elitist ideology" and maintain that Terman played a major role in constructing "the way things were."
The Evidence
I begin by sharing the major tenets of the eugenics organizations in which Terman was active. Proponents believed that poverty, crime and immorality were evidence of poor genetics and successfully lobbied for negative eugenics policies including restrictive immigration, anti-miscegenation statutes, and the forced sterilization of the "unfit," including people of color and poverty. They also believed in the dismantling of welfare, orphanages, and medical care that promoted reduction in infant mortality rates to ensure the dying out of unfit populations and secure the stability of the master race. In addition, Terman and his eugenics associates worked diligently to secure positive eugenics policies including education privileges and tax preferences for the eugenically vigorous. They considered intelligence to be the most valuable human quality and worked to construct what they referred to as an "aristogenic caste system" whereby born leaders would be identified early and cultivated for their rightful roles in society. The most rewarding jobs would go to the brightest citizens while the average and marginally educable would be made productive workers who submitted to the governance of the elite. Central to their utopian vision was a society that perpetuated white middle and upper class power that represented the new meritocracy that had a right to judge others in the name of progress.
During the 1919-1920 school years, immigration in the United States tripled.
Schools were bursting at the seams. That, coupled with Terman's eugenics ideology, fueled the testing and tracking craze of the 1920s. Interestingly, some fellow psychologists actually questioned the validity and reliability of the tests, as well as Terman's claim to the degree of hereditary influence on intelligence. Some academics also claimed that the norms of the Stanford-Binet were biased against people who were not from white, middle or upper-class backgrounds. Terman was also criticized for his rhetoric that IQ tests were infallible. Some critics suggested that a single test score was being used for determining the fate of an individual student's entire life smacked of unethical practice.
Unfortunately, pop writers, the daily news, and monthly magazines touted Terman's claims. As some had predicted, the media picked up the story, presented it to the public as scientific evidence, and the regular Joe on the street believed the Terman's strong personality didn't just irk anthropologists and newspaper editors. His muscular stance came to the fore in his relationship with his students, as well. In his 1995 edited oral account, Kimball Young, 35 th president of the APA and former doctoral student of Dr. Terman, remembers being fed up with Terman's socalled "facts" from his studies used to confirm his "racist doctrine" that was always foremost in his mind. Young adds that he quickly realized it was "hazardous" to express his contrary opinions so he kept his mouth shut. He believed if he did not play it "cool" he would not successfully defend his dissertation or go on to graduate.
Conclusion
As 
